
 

 

[Curriculum Vitae] 

First Name Karen Last Name FLEGG 

Affiliation WONCA Country Australia 

Department  Position President 

Educational 

Background 

& 

Experience  

Year Affiliation Position 

2021 to 

current 
Australian National University Associate Professor Rural Clinical School 

2023 to 

current 
WONCA World President 

1987 Royal Australian College of GPs Fellow 

 
 
 

Research Interests Rural practice; family medicine; planetary health 

Publication 

Kassai R, van Weel C, Flegg K, Tong SF, et al. Priorities for primary health care policy 

implementation: recommendations from the combined experience of six countries in the Asia–

Pacific. Australian Journal of Primary Health (2020) https://doi.org/10.1071/PY19194 [accessed 

August 4, 2020] 

Kidd M et al. The need for global primary care development indicators. The Lancet Vol 386 

(9995), 737. August 22, 2015. DOI: 10.1016/S0140-6736(15)61532-X 

Foreword in Family Medicine in the Undergraduate Curriculum Preparing medical students to 

work in evolving health care systems Edited Wass V,  Ng V. 2024 CRC Press, Florida ISBN 

9781032351841 

Foreword in Anxiety and Depression in Primary Care EditedSidik S M, Goodyear-Smith F. 2024 

CRC Press, Florida. ISBN 97810323489407 

 

 
  

https://doi.org/10.1071/PY19194
https://www.researchgate.net/deref/http%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%2FS0140-6736(15)61532-X?_sg%5B0%5D=TKDcmLceCxjbOwGMxWH8MmorcPTM5gpsR83_qhr2DkYGlU10w-RKVEjCnMIsB47EzuyGES0pbjWcpSgv0I4PIg7zSw.ZH_uWETHMUOjlbnB0KU9TWCycEnFqwknw4x1H2ROM4QC3B4Opu4KWqoN7isBQgY3THeywhpFl4MuGIQu0jGF2A


 

 

 

[Abstract] 

Lecture Title Family Medicine - Essential to Primary Care Transformation 

It is now many years since Prof Barbara Starfield determined that there was good evidence, that good 

primary care is associated with better health outcomes, lower costs, and greater equity in health.  

The World Health Organization (WHO) has stated, in 2023, that the world is off track to make significant 

progress towards Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by 2030. Improvements to health services coverage 

have stagnated since 2015, and this global pattern is consistent across all regions and the majority of 

countries. WHO’s recommendation is to reorient health systems using a primary health care (PHC) 

approach.  

WONCA believes that family medicine is essential to comprehensive Primary Care and the broader concept 

of Primary Health Care and thus it is essential to its transformation. 

We need to provide strong family medicine in all of our countries – what can help us provide high value 

high quality care? How can WONCA help?  

 


